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plans were brought forward for overcoming this difficulty, and that which, eventually found favour, and was sanctioned by Government, was that of assessing in lump sums the water-bags of each well according to the varying circumstances of each case, such sums to be leviable when the water-bag was used, irrespectively of the particular fields irrigated and of the crops grown. Ifc appears that fault has been found with this method of assessment because the cultivators have, by working the same water-bag by night as well as by day, in reality paid only half assessment. It is clear, however, that this was foreseen by the Settlement Officer at the time, and he considered that if a cultivator chose to work extra time, he was fairly entitled to do so, and reap the benefit without extra payment. Another difficulty arose in the assessment of the greater portion of the rice lands. These generally had no source of water-supply but that derived from the particular tanks under which they were situated, and, when that supply failed from deficiency of rain, lay altogether waste and unprofitable, there being no means of growing a second crop by which the cultivators could recoup themselves for their loss. This led to the system of permanent assessment on such lands, practicable in the Konkan and elsewhere, being abandoned, and separate water and soil assessments being fixed on rice cultivation, the former under certain rules not being leviable when the .water-supply failed. Owing to these complications it was difficult fairly to compare the respective results of the old and new systems of assessment. The average assessment on dry-crop lands for twenty-eight years previous to the settlement in the crop-rate villages among the seven experimental ones was Es. 2 5a. 3p. per bigha, or about Es. 3 15a. 4p. per acre. This the Settlement Officer, looking at the low prices of agricultural produce obtaining at the time, considered far too high, and the average under the rates proposed in the seven experimental villages accordingly came to Es. 1 4a. 4p. per acre, varying from Es. 1 la. 4p. to Es. 1 lOa. 8p. Under the old rates the seven villages in only one instance showed an increase in the cultivated area, and this, in that one, had not been followed by an advance in prosperity. The following were the average prices of some of the principal agricultural products in the ten years 1813 to 1823,